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October, 2012

Open Letter to potential buyers of former Vreba-Hoff/Southern Michigan Dairy CAFOs in Hudson:

We understand most CAFO operators do not want to harm the environment. The liquid manure system, 
however, makes that a difficult task, especially on tile-drained fields like those here.  Given 15 years with 
a dozen CAFOs in our area, and more than 1,000 documented violations, with 3 streams now listed as 
impaired by manure discharges – we want potential buyers to know our experience, our concerns, our 
expectations.

This letter expresses our major environmental concerns about the repopulation of the 3 Vreba-Hoff/SMD 
dairies in our community, and details specific actions our community expects any buyer to take – to 
demonstrate a commitment to environmental protection and to assure our community that its practices 
are in fact protective. 

BACKGROUND:  During these last 15 years, every CAFO here has violated Michigan’s Natural 
Resources & Environmental Protection Act.  Most have had multiple violations, including the former 
Vreba-Hoff operations, which also had hundreds of violations of their NPDES permits and Court Orders. 

We have compiled a list of 1,091 violations since 2000 and it is a conservative list, noting only violations 
documented by federal and state agencies and not counting ongoing violations, some of which continued 
for many days or even weeks. We also document the health concerns of neighbors, post their emission 
and health complaints on our website, and provide that information to local and state agencies.

ECCSCM monitoring projects and water testing have documented significant surface water and 
groundwater contamination. With the possible repopulation of animals at former Vreba-Hoff facilities, we 
are extremely concerned about further degradation of 3 streams draining Facilities #1 (Dillon Hwy) 
and #2  (US-127) which are already on Michigan’s 303(d) list of Impaired Waters: Medina Drain, 
Durfee Creek, and Lime Lake Inlet Drain.  

Two of the Impaired streams –– Medina Drain and Durfee Creek (Bean Creek Watershed) -– originate 
on and drain ONLY Facility #1 production area and surrounding fields.  ECCSCM water monitoring 
during 2001-2003 at Medina Drain (Ingall Hwy culvert) and Durfee Creek (Dillon Rd culvert) frequently 
found high E. coli and low Dissolved Oxygen in these streams after land application of liquid manure. In 
2004 the Department of Environmental Quality did their own assessment and added both streams to the 
Impaired Waters list because of manure discharges. 

The other Impaired stream, Lime Lake Inlet (also in Bean Creek Watershed), drains fields of Facility 
#2 near Elm Rd west of US-127 and flows into Lime Lake less than 1/2 mi downslope of the 
Facility.  Lime Lake residents recently installed a sewer system at considerable expense to landowners.  
It is a critical concern that no further nutrient or bacterial contamination from liquid manure drain through 
tiles to Lime Lake. 

Groundwater quality has also been of concern at Facility #2, after 3 neighbors experienced loss of well 
water following Vreba-Hoff irrigation in 2009, indicating groundwater linkage with nearby drinking water 
wells.  Subsequent water tests at one resident’s well showed elevated iron levels, above the level for 
health concern, and Arsenic at the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for drinking water. 

A Court Order prohibited Vreba-Hoff from applying liquid manure in the Lime Lake watershed. Although 
this prohibition was not included in the NPDES permit approved recently with SMD/RaboAgrifinance, the 
risks to groundwater and surface water in Lime Lake Inlet watershed have not changed.



The waste management system and practices of most CAFO operations do not differ from those of the 
dairies previously operating here. The liquid manure system – with application of contaminated liquids to 
tile-drained fields – has been the major cause of violations, and of water and air pollution in our area.  

Given this history, we expect much more than the usual “generally accepted” agricultural practices, which 
have not been protective of our water or air or neighbors’ health or quality of life. 

Our environment, our community and your neighbors would most benefit from a transition to pasture-
based production or municipal-grade waste treatment. 

But until there is a systemic change, a new operation would need to adopt the practices listed below, 
which go beyond the minimums of the NPDES permits, to demonstrate a serious intention to address our 
major concern about air emissions and public health, and to demonstrate value for our community’s 
health and quality of life:

a) a transition to covered lagoons
b) no use of “big guns,” no spray-irrigation of liquid manure – these practices aerosolize 

pollutants, carry them farthest, cause greatest deposition downwind, greatest irritant to lungs
c) immediate incorporation of liquid manure applications
d) the widest possible setbacks from residences during manure application; minimums are not 

protective
f) notification to neighbors prior to manure application, as per recommendation of Michigan’s 

Generally Accepted Agricultural Management Practices (GAAMPs)

OUR MAJOR CONCERNS:  
1) water – impact to surface waters, especially manure discharges through field tiles; 

impact on groundwater at production/lagoon areas
2) air and public health – air emissions from facilities and from field applications; chronic 

and acute health impact on neighbors and harm to quality of life 

OUR 3 SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS of a new operation, to demonstrate to our community not only the 
intention to protect our water but a real commitment to results through performance-based monitoring, 
transparency with methods and data, and public notification:

1) conduct monthly, routine surface water monitoring – by an independent, third-party 
consultant trained in surface water sampling methods – of the 3 streams listed on Michigan’s 303(d) 
Impaired Waters*, and 3 headwaters not yet impaired which drain from facilities or fields, sampled at 
these sites: 

*Medina Drain, at Ingall Hwy culvert (east of Facility 1)
*Durfee Creek Extension, at Dillon Hwy culvert (south of Facility 1)
*Lime Lake Inlet, at Lime Lake Rd culvert (SW of Facility 2) 
 Catch basin of Bennett Drain, at US-127 (north of Facility 3)
 Unnamed tributary to Bean Creek, at Acker Hwy culvert (NE of Facility 2) 
 Tile outlet on Donnelly Rd, drain to Fisher Lake (SE of Facility 2)

Samples analyzed by a DEQ-certified lab using EPA-approved methods.  
Parameters tested should include, minimally: E. coli, Phosphorus, Nitrates, Ammonia. 
Test methods and all data made available to ECCSCM and the public.

 
2) install 2 groundwater monitoring wells at appropriate sites down-gradient of lagoons as 

determined by an independent hydrogeologist at all three facilities, and installed by a licensed well driller, 
with sampling to take place monthly by an independent, third-party consultant trained in well water 
sampling, with samples analyzed by a DEQ-certified lab using EPA-approved methods.  

Parameters tested should include, minimally: Nitrates, Arsenic, Manganese/Iron, E. coli. 
Test methods and all data made available to ECCSCM and the public.



3) offer to test drinking water wells of neighbors within a mile down-gradient of the 3 facilities, 
for the same parameters as in b). This information would not be public unless neighbors released it.

We assume any purchaser agrees that performance-based testing is the only way to know if practices are 
in fact protective.  For that reason, we will continue to do our spot water sampling and monitoring after 
rain events.  We expect a new purchaser to let us know if they’ll do their share with the routine water 
monitoring listed above.

Sincerely,
John Klein, President
Janet Kauffman, Vice-President
Kathy Melmoth, Secretary
Richard Chudey, Treasurer

contact-us@eccscm.org

Environmentally Concerned Citizens of South Central Michigan
Hudson, MI
www.eccscm.org

cc:  Nicole Zarcharda, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
      Cheryl Burdett, Region 5 EPA


